
   
 

  1 of 2 
 

 

Letter of Information 

 

Research on the Religious Development 

of Gifted People 
 

Introduction 

Research on giftedness, its diverse aspects and relation to different life areas is slowly increasing, 

although much research still needs to be done in order to create a broader understanding of the lived 

experience of gifted people. This research, as a part of my master's program at the Faculty of Religion 

and Theology at VU Amsterdam, aims to contribute to the establishment of knowledge and 

understanding of this lived experience, specifically on the topic of religious development of gifted 

people in the Netherlands. You showed interest and/or willingness to share your personal experience 

in this field, thank you for that! 

Goal of research 
As mentioned, this study is specifically focused on the religious development of gifted people and the 

role of the church (or ecclesiastical community in a broad sense) in that development. The aim of this 

research is multilayered.  

Firstly, this research aims to enlarge the available academic sources on giftedness, in that it adds a 

specific product of knowledge and insight that is conducted according to the academic requirements. 

A lot of valuable information on the lived experience of giftedness is available, but not (yet) as 

academic content; 

Secondly, as the church as a factor in religious development is taken into account, this research aims 

to contribute to an improved visiblity of gifted people in (protestant) ecclesiastical communities on 

the one hand and a better understanding of why gifted people also can prefer to leave a church or the 

protestant belief system altogether on the other; 

And thirdly, this research aims to create a mirror for gifted people who are journeying through their 

personal religious life in the broader context of their original religious environment. The possibility 

and opportunity to recognize yourself and others in this journey is an important factor throughout the 

research. 

Interviews as part of the research (Method) 
In order to gain rich insight on the religious development of gifted people, this research will be 

conducted as qualitative research with the use and help of narrative interviews as a tool to obtain 

detailed and nuanced information. A narrative interview means that you as the narrator of your own 

experiences get the floor to tell your story from your perspective and your own ideas on what aspects 

played a role in that story. The coded and analyzed information from the interviews will then be 

combined with literaturestudy on key concepts. However, you as the narrator of your experience as a 

gifted person play one of the biggest roles in this research; you provide very important and crucial 

information.  
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Content of the interview 
During the interview, which will take about one hour, I will ask you to tell in what kind of religious 

environment you was born and grew up in. I will ask open questions when needed to guide you 

through the process of telling your story on how your personal religious life developed and what 

factors played a role in that process. The story is yours, I won't fill it in for you – instead, your 

experiences and your  thoughts on how your journey came to be are central and guiding thoughout 

the interview. There is no right or wrong in your story.  

Data management and privacy 
All data and information obtained during the interview will be safely stored in a password secured 

OneDrive-account provided by VU. The information is not accessible for anyone else than me as the 

researcher and the supervisor of this study. Information obtained from the interviews will only be 

used for the final product of this research, and data will always be used anonymously or in a 

pseudonomyzed form. The audiorecordings will be destroyed after my graduation as a Master's 

student. Coded and analyzed data are to be saved for ten years, due to possible publication of the 

results in the form of an article.  

During the interview, which will take about one hour, there will be audiorecording in order to code 

and analyze the information afterwards. For this purpose a portable recorder will be used. The 

audiorecordings will as soon as possible after finishing the interview be stored in the secured 

OneDrive-account.  

Personal data will be analyzed with the use of ATLAS.ti; a safe program that doesn't share data with 

third parties. In case a transcription, for example, needs to be digitally transferred, the program Zivver 

will be used to make sure the content is protected. Your privacy as a participant is priority. 

Rights as a participant 
As a participant, you voluntarily participate in this research and the information you provide will only 

be used with your explicite consent, and only for this specific study. You always have the right to 

withdraw your consent and stop your participation in the research, without any explanation and 

without any negative consequences. 

Update on results 
If you are interested in the results of this research, you can let this know and will then receive the final 

article written at the end of this study. 

Contact 
You can always contact me for more information or other questions, before the interview and 

afterwards: 

Suzanne van Bart – a.s.van.bart@student.vu.nl  

Master's Student Theology & Religious Studies at Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam 
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